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The North Region is comprised of the 24 northernmost counties of the Lower Peninsula,
which are: Alcona, Alpena, Antrim, Benzie, Charlevoix, Cheboygan, Crawford, Emmet,
Grand Traverse, losco, Kalkaska, Lake, Leelanau, Manistee, Mason, Missaukee,
Montmorency, Ogemaw, Osceola, Oscoda, Otsego, Presque Isle, Roscommon, and
Wexford. Major routes include I-75, US-127, US-23, US-131, and US-31.

The North Region continues to provide quality transportation services for Michigan’s
highly successful year-round tourism industry. Preservation of the existing system remains
a high priority. The effective passing relief lane program will be continued through 2008,
with more than 12 lane miles of passing relief lanes planned for the next two years.

MDOT continues a strategy to address operational issues and the removal of congestion
points, wherever possible, to ensure the smooth flow of traffic. The department also contin-
ues to address recreational and daily congestion issues in specific locations such as Alpena,
Cadillac, Gaylord, Grayling, Petoskey, and Traverse City.
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2006 Accomplishments

Since 2002, approximately $412 million dollars has been invested in road, bridge and
safety projects in the North Region.

This translates to 509 miles of roadway reconstructed or rehabilitated, 412 non-freeway
miles resurfaced, 2731 miles maintained, 25 miles of passing relief lanes constructed,
4 new or replaced bridges, and 107 bridges preserved.

During FY2006, the North Region worked on 77 projects worth more than $61 million.
Highlights of the 2006 construction program include:

Continuing focus on the US-131 corridor

Work on the US-131 corridor in FY 2006 included preservation of 12 miles of south-
bound freeway in Osceola and Wexford counties, to continue the corridor approach to
upgrading the surface condition of this busy stretch of highway. Year 2007 will bring a
shift further north to reconstruction work on US-131 in Antrim and Kalkaska counties,
between the villages of Kalkaska and Mancelona.

Reconstruction of M-115 in Cadillac

M-115 (Sunnyside Drive) in Cadillac was reconstructed using a detour to expedite con-
struction and reduce impacts to the motoring public on a highly visible, extremely busy
corridor. The project was complete and opened to traffic by the Memorial day Holiday
weekend.

Application of safety upgrades in the Petoskey area

Two projects funded by the safety program on US-31 in the Petoskey area were construct-
ed to provide intersection improvements and additional left-turn lanes, on US-31 from
Manvel Road to north of Pickeral Lake Road.

Major preservation work on I-75

Preservation of I-75 freeway in the Grayling TSC area includes a resurface and repair
project from the Roscommon/Crawford county line northerly to the US-127 junction.
This crush and shape with hot mixed-asphalt resurfacing and guardrail upgrading project
was accomplished under single lane closures with both northbound lanes open on Fridays
and Saturdays, and both southbound lanes open on Sundays and Mondays. Three bridges
in this same stretch of road were also preserved along with freeway sign upgrading in
Ogemaw, Roscommon, Crawford, Otsego, Cheboygan and Emmet counties.

Grand View Parkway in Traverse City

Almost 7 miles of this busy tourist route was preserved with milling and hot mixed-as-
phalt resurfacing through the capital preventive maintenance program Concrete joint
repairs, drainage structure repairs and curbing were also included. Night work was al-
lowed to expedite the project completion and lessen traffic impacts.



East Jordan reconstruction of M-32

Approximately one quarter-mile of M-32 in the Village of East Jordan is being recon-
structed, including full depth pavement removal and replacement, drainage system im-
provements, curb and gutter, and sidewalk work. A detour on state and county roads was
provided with local traffic maintained with flag control.

M-168 reconstruction, Village of Elberta

The 2005 SAFETEA-LU transportation reauthorization bill provided funding for this
project. The earmark for this project will be used to reconstruct M-168. Construction is
anticipated to occur in 2010.

Five-Year Road and Bridge Program

The road and bridge preservation projects identified in this 2007 to 2011 Five-Year Trans-
portation Program for the North Region total approximately $237 million. Investment is
allocated in the following manner:

Amount in Millions of Dollars FY 2007 through FY 2011
North Region Othgr Preserve Jobs Today Total
Funding First Funds Funds 2007-2011
Road Preservation $149 $0 $0 $149
Bridge Preservation $11 $0 $0 $11
Road and Bridge CPM $69 $0 $8 $77
Total 2007-2011 $229 $0 $8 $237

(Road Preservation includes Passing Relief Lanes, Roadside Facilities, and Non-Freeway Resurfacing)
(Amounts are rounded to the nearest million dollars)

Capital Preventive Maintenance (CPM) projects are planned for a significant number of
pavements and structures that do not require extensive repairs during this Five-Year Trans-
portation Program period. The CPM projects are short-term fixes, adding from five to ten
years of life to a pavement or maintaining the existing structure condition.

. Route Miles of Number of Bridges and
North Region
Road Structures
Total in Region 1,977 457
Scheduled to be Worked on 257 9
Percentage of Region 13% 2%
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The 2007-2011 program for Road Preservation work reflects approximately 257 (13 per-
cent) of the North Region’s more than 1,977 route miles of state trunklines during the next
Five-Years. This includes over 7 route miles of new passing relief lanes. The 2007-2011
program for bridge preservation work will address nine (2 percent) of the region’s 457
trunkline bridges and structures.

There are also a number of programs that are selected based on statewide priorities or
where project identification is completed throughout the year. These investments are not
reflected above, but are included in the statewide investment strategy.

Corridor Improvement Strategies

Corridor improvement strategies are being developed and implemented as individual proj-
ects. Targeted corridors are M-72, US-23, M-33, and M-115 as well as the major north-
south routes of 1-75/US-127, US-131, and US-31.

Access management planning, reconstruction, and passing relief lanes have been used to
improve the heavily traveled M-72 corridor between Traverse City (US-31) and Grayling
(I-75). Aproject in 2007 at the US-31/M-72 intersection will also provide traffic flow
and safety improvements in Acme, one of the major points of convergence along the M-72
corridor. Funding for this project comes through the designation as a federal high priority
project.

In FY 2006, the US-131 corridor strategy was implemented with preservation of 12 miles
of southbound freeway in Osceola and Wexford counties to upgrade the surface condition.
Year 2007 will bring a shift further north to reconstruction work on US -131 including the
section between Kalkaska and Mancelona.

The M-33 corridor work includes a crush and shape with hot mixed-asphalt resurfacing
project in FY2006, from north of M-32 to the Montmorency/Presque Isle county line.

An important project was let in 2006, for 2007 construction, from Curtisville Road to
Zimowski Road in Oscoda County, which will provide passing relief as well as improved
safety. A safety funded project from Popps Road to Roman Road is planned for FY 2008,
to add a center left turn lane. Other Capital Preventive Maintenance work enhances the
mix-of-fixes strategy on this corridor to achieve increased remaining surface life.

The US-23 corridor work in 2006 included rehabilitation by rubbilizing and hot mixed-
asphalt resurfacing from Greenbush to Harrisville. Upcoming in 2007 will be a crush and
shape and hot mixed-asphalt resurface of US-23 from the Alpena county line northerly to
county road 638, and the removal of a bridge at the US Gypsum plant in Alabaster. 2009
work is scheduled to include rehabilitation from Everett Road to Black River road and for
2010, rehabilitation of an existing passing relief section in Alcona County from Lakeshore
Drive northerly. Additional Capital Preventive Maintenance work is planned to keep this
corridor in good condition.
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